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Konu  Back to the Past 

  

        

      WISH CLAUSE 

    Wish (if only) + the simple past tense 

 to talk about something that we want to be different in the present or the future. We use the past tense 
but the meaning is present or future. 

I wish (if only) I lived  

I wish you would stay  

Note: In formal English we use WERE instead of WAS with all subjects. 

I wish I were a good basketball player. 

 

       Wish (If only) + the past perfect tense 

 to say that we regret something in the past. 

I wish I had had enough courage to write you before.   

I wish I so much last night. (But I ate.) 

 

 

IF CLAUSE TYPE 3 

We use third conditional for imaginary situation in the past, regret and criticism. 

      would have 

 If + past perfect, could have  + past participle 

       might have 

If they had seen Tom, they would have told me.   

 If you had studied harder, you wouldn’t have failed the exam. (Criticism) 

If he had saved enough money, he would have bought a bigger house. 

If Pablo had installed some antivirus software, his computer wouldn’t have got a virus. 
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