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We use ‘used to + infini�ve’ 

 For things that happened repeatedly or over a long period of �me in the past. These things are not true 
now. 

e.g. I used to go out a lot when I was a teenager. (Now, I usually stay home.) 

        I used to go to bed early when I was a student. 

        We didn’t use to live in a village ten years ago. 

        Did you use to go to school on foot or by school bus? 

 

Development/innova�on  
 

Past tradi�ons/customs/ac�ons Newer form of ac�ons/habits 
in the 21st Century 

Arrival of computers  People used to use tradi�onal 
methods of searching. They used 
to look up words in dic�onaries 
and facts in encyclopedias.  

People refer to search engines or 
mobile devices.  

Arrival of digital cameras  People used to keep pictures in 
photo albums and showing them 
to friends or guests was a custom 
during visits or family gatherings.  

Few people keep photo albums 
now as almost everyone shares 
pictures online, nowadays.  

The Internet and social media 
pla�orms  

People used to send postcards to 
the beloved ones or visit them to 
celebrate occasions.  
People used to have face to face 
communica�on and chats.  

People share messages or good 
wishes on social media pla�orms.  
People run the communica�on via 
social media pla�orms.  

Toy shop chains  Making toys for yourself such as 
toy cars, baby dolls was a 
tradi�on.  

There are global toy shop chains 
now, and children play the same or 
similar toys all around the world.  

 

 

IDIOMS: 

break with tradi�on: do something different what is usually done. 

tradi�on has it that: people are saying that; the informa�on that is going around is. 

by tradi�on: according to tradi�on; tradi�onally. 
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